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Friday, June 21
Topic TBA

Business Community Reception
Newly elected board and council members

• Wednesday, May 15, 4:00-5:30 p.m. at the Chamber
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Mike Golat 

City Administrator



City of Altoona Economic 
Development Report

Mike Golat – City Administrator



East Neighborhood Development

Proposed Mixed-Use
Residential and Commercial



Whitetail Woods

Mixed-Use Residential:
286 Units estimated



Otter Creek Landing

18 dwelling units



Hillcrest Mixed Use Building

18 Apartment Units
+ office space



Altoona Zoning / Development Code Re-Write



Benefits of 
More Compact 
Development 

• Preserving Open Space

• More Efficient Transportation Network

• Efficient Use of Infrastructure—More 

Economically Sustainable

• More Diverse Housing Options

• More Environmentally Sustainable

• Reduced Sprawl

• Walkability

• Density Leads to More Available Goods 

and Services

• Supports Increased Tax Base for 

Sustaining General Fund Services



The Yard
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Aaron White

Community Development Director



The Sevens Development



P & R Properties
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Available 

Space



New Industrial 

Projects



Current Projects

• Large Industrial Project - $200M

• Local Manufacturing Expansion - $15M

• New Spec Building - $12M

• Local Manufacturing Expansion - $130M

• UWEC Science Building - $340M

• Minnesota Company moving operations here - $8M

• Outside Company Expansion - $10M

• Potential Conference Center - $25M

• Other Projects Include: Hospital/Private Practice facilities, Ice 

Arenas, Housing Developments, etc. 



Rural Development

Fall Creek Housing Augusta Housing



Rural Development
Osseo Business and Industrial Park



Eau Claire County ranked #1 in 2023 in the state of Wisconsin for Net New Construction by 

percentage adding over $372,946,400 in new valuation 

Eau Claire increased their valuation by 3.16%

Next closest:  

Calumet County - 2.96% ($175,350,200)

Juneau County - 2.73% (82,364,600)

St. Croix County - 2.73% (397,176,500)

#WI Department of Revenue Net New Construction Report 2023
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Ray French

Regional Economic Development Director 







Real Estate & 
Development Support

Financial Assistance

Site Assessment Grant/

Brownfield Grant Programs

Community Development 
Investment Grant Program

Idle Sites Redevelopment Program

Historic Tax Credits

Technical Assistance

Locate in Wisconsin

Certified Sites Program
13



Business Growth 
& Expansion Support

Financial Assistance
Business Development Tax Credits Program / 

Enterprise Zone Program

Global Business Development Grants (IMAG/CMAG)/
Global Trade Ventures

Qualified New Business Venture Certification

Technology Development Loan Program

Industrial Revenue Bond Program

SizeUpWI Technical Assistance

ExporTech/Global Network/
Export Technical Assistance

13



Community Support

Financial Assistance
FabLab Grant

Capacity Building Grants

Diverse Business Development

Capital Catalyst / Entrepreneur Partner Grant

Technical Assistance
Main Street/Connect Communities

Office of Rural Prosperity

WEDC’s talent marketing toolkit

13
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Julie Thoney

Manager, Community Service 

& Economic Development 



Xcel Energy

• Serving Eight States

• 3.7 million electricity customers

• 2.1 million natural gas customers

• 11,000 employees

• 20.9GW of power generation

Powering Wisconsin

257,000 

Electric 

Customers

114,000 

Natural Gas 

Customers

99.9% 

Electric 

Reliability

Serving 500 communities in 26 counties 

Julie Thoney – Community Service & Economic Development Manager



Economic Development – Power & Utility Impacts

Existing & New Business – Needs Changing/Growing

– Higher Electric & Gas Consumption

• Ensure capacity available – asking for 100 – 200 MW vs 1 MW 

• Timeframes for adding capacity – construct / regulations / equipment availability

– Looking for Renewable or Carbon Free Energy 

• Xcel Energy Clean Energy Plan = 80%+ carbon free by 2030, 100% carbon free by 2050

• Working to add more wind & solar – transmission challenges

• Ensure reliable energy available

Territory Growth

– Communities at capacity for available acreage

– New areas potentially competitive for utilities

– Utilities need to be extended to new areas
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Co-op Initiative

WEDC’s Talent Attraction and Retention 
Marketing Cooperative Initiative provides 
dollar-for-dollar matching funds to help 
eligible participants statewide 
magnify the impact of their own 
marketing investments to help solve 
workforce challenges.



47

Promoting Wisconsin & supporting business



WEDC Talent Marketing Assets (Brandfolder)

48



New talent attraction website

The new site will be welcoming, inviting, and enthusiastic

Reflecting the optimism of the state

Encouraging curiosity in Wisconsin and whether it’s the right fit for them

The site will follow a “Live, Work, Play” format to illustrate what makes Wisconsin a desirable place to live 

49



New talent attraction website

Fully consumer-focused, separate from the multi-tiered messages on WEDC’s 
primary website

• Promotes Wisconsin as the ideal location to build a career, raise a family, 
and live a fulfilling life

• Encourages deeper interaction, inviting prospects to engage with talent 
champions statewide

Dedicated portal for veterans and transitioning military service members

Lead capturing and nurturing

• Lead capture form will ask prospects about their specific interests in living and working in Wisconsin 
(including area/town/community)

• Captures leads will be shared with the participating community partner who matches the prospects 
indicated community interest

50
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