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OUR VIEW FROM OUR FILES

We’re pleased to see the Eau Claire Chamber lining up for 
hosting a regional competition as part of the 2025 Wisconsin 
Civics Bee. We hope area students will participate as well.

Civics education in the United States was once a staple in 
the classroom. That has been called into question in recent 
years by observers both left and right. Studies have ques-
tioned whether students can pass basic tests about how 
American government works, and there’s evidence that our 
educational systems are falling short on that count.

The Civics Bee is a comparatively open-ended way to 
address that gap. Students in sixth through eighth grades can 
submit essays that identify a specific problem, name indi-
viduals or organizations with whom solutions can be found, 
and explain how the solution includes some of the founding 
principles of the United States and its civic virtues.

There’s not much in American society that can’t plausibly 
be included under guidelines that broad, so students have 
an almost entirely blank canvas on which to work. The 100-
point scale assesses how the essays meet the criteria, with 
points heavily weighted toward the last of the three. But it 
may be the 10 points allocated to research and reference use 
that are most important.

It’s easy to see how multiple essays could be extremely 
well-written, with the judges’ results placing them in very 
close competition with one another. It’s also easy to see how 
students might skip over the research side of things, espe-
cially if they’re already engaged on a social issue and feel 
like they know it well.

The opportunity to do their own research, to show how 
their arguments can be supported by facts, is invaluable. This 
isn’t a run-of-the-mill paper, after all. We can’t recall too many 
students who were thrilled at the thought of being compelled 
to research a subject they weren’t particularly interested in. 
When that happens, the research itself becomes a negative to 
the student, undermining the intent of the lesson.

Think about it for a moment. How many adults outside 
of academics can actually remember the APA or Chicago 
styles of citation that our classes once demanded? There 
are fields in which citations are absolutely critical, but 
most jobs have little to no use for them. Thus whether we 
remember hinges largely on whether we took to the work in 
the first place.

Here, though, the students have the ability to choose 
for themselves and determine what direction they want 
to take. That’s much more likely to hold a student’s inter-
est and to give them a personal investment in doing the 
research well. It’s an experience far more likely to have last-
ing effects on how the student approaches future projects.

Why does that become important? Good research 
requires critical thinking skills that can only really be devel-
oped through doing. Critical thinking, in turn, applies in 
virtually every aspect of life. It’s how you spot a scam or fig-
ure out a schedule. It’s essential in ways people usually don’t 
think about.

By giving students the opportunity to do their own 
research, their own thinking, on a subject they choose, the 
bee offers an invaluable opportunity that has the poten-
tial to change how they approach things for the rest of their 
lives. Combining that with the learning that inevitably 
comes with the research and writing is, to us, a big win.

There’s plenty of time to weigh participation. Essays are 
due before 11 p.m. Feb. 4, 2025. That’s a good 10 weeks or 
so for students to be able to figure out what they want to 
focus on.

Good luck.

5 years ago — 2019
Indie rock band Bon Iver, led 

by Eau Claire native Justin Ver-
non, earns four 2020 Grammy 
nominations.

10 years ago — 2014
Gov. Scott Walker‘s admin-

istration is projecting a $2.2 bil-
lion deficit heading into the 
2015-17 budget cycle.

15 years ago — 2009
The proposed federal health 

care bill would give $100 mil-
lion or more to Louisiana in an 
apparent effort to secure a vote 
to back the bill by Sen. Mary 
Landrieu, D-La.

25 years ago — 1999
A log pile being built for a 

bonfire at Texas A&M collapses; 
12 people die and 27 are injured.

When the Democratic convention took place in 
August, with new nominee Kamala Harris rising in the 
polls, Democrats were giddy with a sense of impend-
ing victory.

In Chicago for the convention, Senate Major-
ity Leader Charles Schumer of New York visited 
with party officials and reporters to outline his 
plans for a glorious new age in Washington with 
Democrats in control of the White House, Sen-
ate and House of Representatives.

Schumer’s top priority in the new Harris 
administration would have been to eliminate 
the legislative filibuster that has long protected 
minority rights in the Senate. That way, even if the Sen-
ate were tied between 50 Democrats and 50 Republicans, 
those 50 Democrats, with the tiebreaking vote of Vice 
President Tim Walz, could enact far-reaching legislation 
without any input at all from Republicans. Washington 
would have true one-party rule, and the minority party 
would have no say in things whatsoever.

Democrats had tried to kill the filibuster in 2022, when 
Democrats had just 50 votes, but fell two votes short 
when two independent-minded Democratic senators, 
Joe Manchin and Kyrsten Sinema, refused to go along 
with the party. In 2022, Democrats picked up another 
seat, giving them a 51-49 majority in the Senate. That put 
them one vote closer to killing the filibuster.

Schumer believed 2024 would be the year Democrats 
could finally erase any Republican power in the Sen-
ate. Manchin and Sinema were both leaving the Sen-
ate, Schumer explained at his talk in Chicago. Manchin’s 
seat would be won by a Republican, so it still would be 
unavailable for Democrats. But Sinema’s seat would be 
won by Democrat Ruben Gallego, Schumer said, and 
Gallego would go along with the party on the filibuster. 
That would give Democrats the 50 votes they needed, 
provided there was a Vice President Walz to break the tie.

“We got it up to 48, but, of course, Sinema and Man-
chin voted no; that’s why we couldn’t change the rules,” 
Schumer explained. “Well, they’re both gone. Ruben Gal-
lego is for it, and we have 51. So even losing Manchin, we 
still have 50.” And if there were 50 Democrats, and given 
his confidence that there would be a Vice President Walz, 
Schumer would be preparing at this moment to destroy 
the filibuster and prepare a wave of legislation so objec-
tionable to moderates and conservatives that they would 
be passed on Democratic votes alone.

But it didn’t happen. The Democrats lost votes in 
the election. Republicans will have a 53-to-47 major-
ity in the Senate. Schumer is headed toward being the 
minority leader. And there will be no Vice President 

Walz. None of Schumer’s dreams came true.
So this week, Schumer went to the well of the Senate 

and addressed some remarks to his Republican col-
leagues. “Another closely contested election 
now comes to an end,” he said. “To my Repub-
lican colleagues, I offer a word of caution in 
good faith: Take care not to misread the will of 
the people, and do not abandon the need for 
bipartisanship. After winning an election, the 
temptation may be to go to the extreme. We’ve 
seen that happen over the decades, and it has 
consistently backfired on the party in power. 
So, instead of going to the extremes, I remind 

my colleagues that this body is most effective when it’s 
bipartisan. If we want the next four years in the Senate 
to be as productive as the last four, the only way that 
will happen is through bipartisan cooperation.”

The short version of that is: Please don’t do to us what 
we were going to do to you. Schumer is obviously con-
cerned that Republicans might embrace a scheme to 
eliminate the filibuster and pass all sorts of conse-
quential legislation with no Democratic input at all. 
That wouldn’t be bipartisan! Fortunately for Schumer, 
Republicans have been more principled than Demo-
crats when it comes to the legislative filibuster, and to 
the filibuster in general. Republicans realize that even 
though they will have the majority for the next two 
years, they might be back in the minority at any time 
after that. So Schumer will not get it good and hard the 
way he planned to give it to Republicans.

The filibuster has always been the subject of hypoc-
risy in the Senate. The late Sen. Fred Thompson used to 
explain it this way: When we are in the majority, the fil-
ibuster is bad. When we are in the minority, the filibus-
ter is good. It’s an issue that some lawmakers hop back 
and forth on, depending on whether their party is in the 
majority or minority.

But Schumer’s brand of hypocrisy is particularly 
egregious. He was not advocating whether this or that 
individual bill should or should not be filibustered. 
That goes on all the time. He was advocating changing 
Senate rules, on an entirely partisan basis, to eliminate 
the minority party’s ability to demand a higher stan-
dard of approval for controversial legislation. And then, 
when Schumer’s party loses, he instantly turns around 
and becomes Mr. Bipartisanship. For that, there should 
be a word that goes beyond mere hypocrisy.

York, chief political correspondent for The Washington 
Examiner, may be reached at byork@washingtonexam-
iner.com.
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