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2025 Spring Election – April 1

• Wisconsin Supreme Court

• Superintendent of Public Instruction

• District III State Appeals Court

• Eau Claire County Circuit Court Branch 2

• City Councils, Town Boards, School Boards

Eau Claire City Council 

– 5 At Large Seats, 7 Candidates (3 incumbents)









Nominations now open through April 30:
• Small Business of the Year

• Business of the Year

• Emerging Business

• Resilient Business 

• Young Professionals                 
Best Place to Work
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Goals – Implement Comprehensive Plan



Goals – Effectively Manage Growth



Goals – Promote Housing Construction 
/ Improve Affordability



Goals – Promote Mixed Use 
Development



Goals – Facilitate Infill Construction



Goals – Reduce PCD Reliance



How Are We Trying to Achieve Our 

Goals?



Where Are We Now?

1. Project Initiation

2. Community Engagement

3. Existing Conditions Analysis & Preliminary Recommendations 

4. District & Use Standards

5. Development & Sign Standards

6. Subdivision & Zoning Procedures

7. Draft and Final Zoning and Development Code
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Eau Claire Area Chamber of Commerce – Eggs & Issues

March 14, 2025



Project Overview
Purpose, Process, & Values



Eau Claire 
Zoning Timeline

Eau Claire’s first 
zoning code was 

adopted and divided 
the City into 5 

districts. Fun fact, the 
entire code was only 

7 pages long.

This was the first 
major overhaul to 
the 1923 code and 
many of the City’s 

current dimensional 
standards and use 
separations were 

established during 
this update. 

The latest overhaul 
to the City’s code 

occurred in 1990. A 
lot has changed in 
the past 33 years 
requiring the City 

take another holistic 
look at its code. 



Why the 
Century Code 
Update? 



2023 Update 
Purpose (Goals)

» Undertake a public process that fairly 
addresses the issues and solutions and 
includes as many voices as possible

» Educate with evidence-based literature/data 
on the need for zoning reforms and the 
associated co-benefits

» Improve user-friendliness 

» Align zoning with Comprehensive Plan vision 
of compact and sustainable development 

» Improve development process certainties 

» Produce more housing supply, diversity of 
choices, and affordability 



2023 Update 
Purpose (Goals)

» Lessen pressure on sprawl and 
environmental and habitat degradation 

» Lower carbon emissions of development 
and transportation in support of goal for 
city-wide carbon neutrality by 2050

» Take a more active role in city planning 

» Produce better site and building design 

» Produce more complete streets and 
neighborhoods with housing choices, 
commercial and jobs within walkable 
distance

» Reduce exclusionary zoning practices 





Stakeholder Engagement
» Stakeholder communications/ 

meetings/interviews/presentations

» Community open houses 

» 11 ZPAC meetings 

» 11 Zoning Technical Advisory mtgs.

» Input from boards, committees, and 
commissions 

» Community survey, social media marketing 

» Website (educational materials, videos, 
draft content, comment portal)

» Neighborhood meetings, tours, workshop



https://eau-claire-zoning-code-rewrite-hlplanning.hub.arcgis.com/


Land Development Ordinance (LDO)

CURRENT 
Title 17: Subdivisions

CURRENT
Title 18: Zoning

NEW 
Title 17: Land 

Development Ordinance



Century Code Drafting Process

Districts and Uses

Natural Resource Protection, 
Landscape, and Buffer Standards

General Development, Building 
Design, and Sign Standards

Access and Mobility, and 
Subdivision Standards

General Provisions, Administrative 
Processes, Nonconformities, and 

Definitions



Historic Neighborhoods 
Gentle Density Infill Visualization - Quadplex 

Alley Loaded



Historic Neighborhoods 
Existing Gentle Density - Quadplex 



Historic Neighborhoods 
Existing Gentle Density - Quadplex 



Infill Focused 
Residential District Revisions
Required Design 
Standards

»Orientation 

» Roof Type 

»Off-Street Parking

»Quality Enhancements



Housing Supply Boosts

» Smaller lots & dimensional standards (setbacks)

» Smaller Streets

»More Housing Choices & By-right uses

»More Live-Work options 

» Parking reductions (transit, affordable units, downtown, etc.)

» Clearer objective standards for improved outcomes



Housing Costs & Quality of Life 
Issues

» Park land fee or dedication/Social gathering space

» Building Design standards 

» Landscaping requirements

» Tree Preservation



Next Steps



Next Steps 

»March – April – LDO Finalization

»May 5th – Last ZPAC Meeting

» Public Open House – June 17th

» June 30th & July 21st – Public Hearings

Project Website
https://eau-claire-zoning-code-rewrite-

hlplanning.hub.arcgis.com/ 

https://eau-claire-zoning-code-rewrite-hlplanning.hub.arcgis.com/
https://eau-claire-zoning-code-rewrite-hlplanning.hub.arcgis.com/
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